
Columbia County 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
June 05, 2014 

 
The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in the auditorium of the 

School Board Administrative Complex in a regularly scheduled meeting at 5:30 p.m.  The 
meeting opened with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America followed.  
 
Commissioners in Attendance: Stephen E. Bailey, Rusty DePratter, Scarlet Frisina, 

Bucky Nash and Chairman Ronald Williams. 
 
Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams (“CM”) 
     Asst. County Manager Ben Scott (“ACM”) 

Safety Manager David Krauss (“SM”) 
Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”) 
Attorney Marlin Feagle 
Deputy Clerk Sandy Markham 

 
Agenda Deletions: 
 
 None. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to adopt the agenda as presented.  Second by 
Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Public Comments 
 
 Warren Godsmark commented on gas taxes. 
 
 L.J. Johnson commented on the Next Level Grant. 
 
Fuel Tax Extension – Ordinance #2014-5 
 
 CM Williams gave a Power Point presentation relating to fuel taxes, and Attorney Feagle 
reviewed the proposed ordinance which addressed the renewal of the 4 cent per gallon Local 
Option Fuel Tax. 
 

The public hearing opened and the following citizens offered comment:   Stewart Lilker, 
Don Moody and Janak Shukla offered comment.  There being no one else desiring to speak, the 
public hearing closed. 
 



 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve Ordinance #2014-5.  Second by 
Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Building & Zoning 
 

The Board considered the Evaluation and Appraisal Report based on amendments to the 
Columbia County Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map & Ordinance. 

 
The adoption hearing opened and closed without input. 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve the ordinance.  Second by Commissioner 

Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

(1) External Budget Amendment – Administrative Manager – BA #14-38 – Purchase 
a New Truck – Property Appraiser’s Office - $23,880.00 

 
(2) External Budget Amendment – Sheriff’s Office - #3 – BA #14-58 – Unbudgeted 

 Leave Payouts - $48,019.96 
 

(3) External Budget Amendment – Sheriff’s Office - #4 – BA #14-59 – Shortfall of 
 Overtime - Detention Facility - $70,000 
 

(4) External Budget Amendment – Operations Department –BA #14-60 (Grant) – 
Cone Bridge Boat Ramp and Bible Camp Boat Ramp Construction ($490,303.00) - 
Engineering ($33,102.00)  

 
(5)  Safety Manager – Requesting Approval of Production – 2014 All Hazards Guide 

 Preparedness Magazine – Lake City Reporter - $13,265 
 

(6) Utility Permit – Comcast Cable – County Road 252 
 

(7) Utility Permit – AT&T SE Florida – SW English Street  
 

(8) Building and Zoning – Requesting Approval of Special Family Lot Permit – Brent 
 Raymer – Linda Perry, Property Owner 
 

(9) Agreement – Memorandum of Understanding – Plum Creek Land 
 Company/Columbia County Board of County Commissioners/Jacksonville   

Port Authority (JAXPORT) 
 



(10) Resolution Number 2014R-8 – Setting the Regular Scheduled Meetings of the 
Board  of County Commissioners – June 19, 2014 Meeting and July 3, 2014 Meeting to 
Monday, June 23, 2014, 5:30 P.M.  

 
(11) Operations Manager – Requesting Approval of Resolution Number 2014R-9 & 

 Reimbursement Agreement for DOT Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation 
 Agreement 
 

(12) Operations Manager – Requesting Approval to Enter Private Property – Parcel 
  #03608-000 – Clearing Conner Glen Right-of-Way – Debris on Parcel for Burning 
 

(13) Safety Manager – Code Enforcement Requesting Reinstatement/Renewal of 
 Franchise Collection Agreement – Republic Services 
 

(14) Sheriff’s Office – JAG Grant Program – Federally Funded Program - No Matching 
 Funds Required - $17,209.00  
 

(15) Operations Manager – Contract Renewal – Wheelabrator Ridge Energy, Inc. – Bid 
No. 2013-D – Removal of Waste Tires - $94.50 per ton  

 
(16) Safety Manager – Emergency Management - Requesting Approval –Acceptance 
of State Funded Subgrant Agreement EMPA - $105,806 and Approval of EMPG  Grant 
Program $51,996  

 
(17) Safety Manager – Lease Approval - NSP-3 Homes for Four (4) Families – Vivian 

 Monroe, Marche Scott-Horne, Samantha Curry and Janette Jolley 
 

(18) Safety Manager – Bid Award (NSP3 Grant) – Rehabilitation of 571 SE Olustee 
Avenue, John Feeney Construction - $23,039 and 127 SE Cameron Terrace, John  Feeney  
Construction - $38,350 

 
(19) Administrative Manager – Donation of 2000 Ford Van – Richardson Community 

 Center/Annie Mattox Park North, Inc. – New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church,  Donor 
 

(20) Lake City – Columbia County Chamber of Commerce – 4th of July Fireworks 
 Celebration -  BCC Approval Requested: 
 
   (1) Road Closure Permits –  
    a)  Bascom Norris (CR 247 to Mary Ethel Lane)  
    b) Mary Ethel Lane (Bascom Norris to CR 240) 
 
  (2) Mosquito Spraying of Fairgrounds Complex 
 



  (3) Authorization for Law Enforcement to Remotely Control the Traffic   
  Light at CR 247 and Bascom Norris  

 
 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve.  Second by Commissioner Nash.   
 
 Additional clarifying information was provided on item #4, #5, #12 and #13. 
 
 Regarding item #5, Commissioner Nash would like to be provided with a cost 
comparison for mailing information, opposed to advertising it in the newspaper. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Detention Center  
 
 At the May 27, 2014 meeting of the County Commissioners, the Sheriff advised that he 
would be requesting a $550,000 operational budget increase for the upcoming fiscal year.  He 
put the Board on notice that if the increase is not possible, he will remand control and 
operation of the Columbia County Detention Center back to the Board of County 
Commissioners on October 01, 2014.  The Board is hopeful something can be worked out with 
the Sheriff’s Office, but in the event that is not possible, they must prepare for the change. 
 

If the increase in funding is not possible, the county may elect to operate the jail as a 
department, or it may choose to seek out firms who are experienced in managing jails through 
the RFP process.  Staff is in the process of drafting an RFP since the RFP process can be lengthy 
and time consuming. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Once the RFP is complete, authorize the county to submit for 

responses. 
 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to accept staff recommendation.  Second by 
Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried 4-1 with commissioner DePratter voting in 
opposition. 
 
Community Centers’ Request for Repairs and Equipment Purchases from Year-End Funds 
  

The County continues to be engaged with community centers in drafting a Standardized 
Operational Agreement.  There has been some concern that there may be several community 
centers that could be carrying large cash balances in their treasuries, which exceeds what the 
auditor feels are reasonable amounts for private, not for profit organizations.  The County will 
work with the community center boards to ascertain balances, and determine if some of the 
repairs and purchases should be made by the community centers instead of through year-end 



monies.  The County Manager said when the process is complete that a report will be made to 
the commissioners. 
 
Overflow Land Trust Budget Amendment #14-65 ($1,897,500) 
 
 This amendment transfers money from Transportation Trust Reserves (restricted funds), 
to the Bascom Norris Connector Road Fund.   This amendment will make it possible for the 
County to make court ordered payments to Overflow Land Trust Settlement.   
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve the budget amendment.  Second by 
Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHS Football Field Maintenance (Post Construction) 
 

The County Commission participated with the Columbia County School System to re-
vegetate the football field. The majority of this project was completed in-house by the county.  
Equipment is needed to perform maintenance on the field, and a certain level of maintenance 
is needed to properly maintain the turf.  A list of the needed equipment has been provided to 
each commissioner, and the cost of the equipment is $46,303.80.  If that was the Board’s 
intent, the Board will need to appropriate the $46K to purchase the equipment, and then the 
equipment will be remanded to the school system.  The interlocal agreement will be amended 
to reflect the donation, and the project will be concluded. 

 
Commissioner Nash clarified that his intent was that the county would own the 

equipment and use it to maintain the county’s ball fields.  He said that he would like to see 
Parks Director Pittman and Coach Allen work together to utilize the equipment to maintain the 
fields owned by the County and the School System. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Nash, “I would like to purchase the equipment, for the county 
to own, and to lend to the football fields for their use, so we can use the equipment that we 
need to maintain our fields without buying two pieces of equipment.  And in that motion, that I 
have no interest in maintaining that football field, other than supporting them with equipment.”  
Second by Commissioner Frisina.  
 

Commissioner DePratter said that his understanding was that the equipment was 
approved contingent upon the Commission reviewing the list and determining whether the 
commissioners wanted to buy the equipment.  The commissioner said that in his opinion the 
County has already gone overboard to help the School System with the field, and that he is not 
in favor of buying or maintaining the equipment for School System. 
 

Commissioner Bailey said if a decision is made to purchase the equipment, that the 
equipment should be owned, maintained and housed by the County.  At this point, the County 
has not heard from the School System as to whether they actually need financial assistance 
with purchasing the equipment.  Therefore, the county should not approve the purchase on an 



assumption that the School System needs financial assistance with purchasing needed 
equipment.  At this point, the School System has not indicated whether they wish to contract 
with the County for football field maintenance, or whether they will continue to provide 
maintenance in-house. 
    

The motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner DePratter and Bailey voting in opposition. 
 
Commissioner Comments 
 
 Pinkney Hill Cemetery.  Commissioner Frisina advised that according to OM Kirby, four 
sink holes have developed at the cemetery.  Due to safety concerns, the commissioner 
requested permission to enter private property to fill the holes. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to enter private property to fill holes.  Second by 
Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
 
  Stewart Lilker commented on the likelihood of the County ever rescinding the Local 
Option Fuel Tax.  He also reminded the Board of former Tourist Development Director Harvey 
Campbell’s heart for the handicap children of the community and his vision to build the Field of 
Dreams for the handicap children.  He asked the Board to make the Field of Dreams a reality. 
 
 Barbara Lemley told the Board that she was disappointed that Harvey Campbell’s 
passing was not recognized in the meeting.  The Chairman responded his passing was 
recognized in opening the prayer. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 
6:50 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:      __________________________________ 
       Board of County Commissioners 
____________________________ 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Courts 


